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Members share spirit of gift giving/receiving
By Stuart Deane
The January 5 meeting, to kick off the
2016 year, was our annual “Yankee Swap,”
conducted under the auspices of Barbara Griffith.
Before the exchange of gifts and the arrival
of our entrée choices of steak tips and shrimp,
“petit” prime rib, fried haddock, or firecracker
chicken, President Claudette Beerman reviewed
our holiday program of service:
• Bell ringing for the Salvation Army
• Dare House party (“a particularly
enjoyable time” with the young mothers
“more engaged” this year)
• Chamber of Commerce “mixer” at the
Phoenix Room
• Group Home party (with a yeoman effort
from guest John Osborne as Santa and
Steve Hines as leader/guitarist for carol
singing
Future April projects during “Child Abuse
Prevention Month” will include our Blue
Ribbon installations on lamp posts around
Market Square, chaired by Barbara Griffith,
and our Teddy Bear Campaign, chaired by new
members Erin Fournier and Tracey Garbers.
Speaking of which, former Pentucket
Regional guidance counselor Jane Collins was
in attendance with intentions of joining the
club after years of attending our annual
scholarship meetings.
Your editor is also in the process of
organizing a rededication of the “Freedom
Shrine” in the high school of his old hometown
of Athol, which once featured an Exchange
Club that sponsored his first Little League
uniform.

Finally, the potential for a club social was
discussed with such venues as Blue Ocean or the
Firehouse Theater as possibilities.
After dinner, the Yankee Swap proceeded with
such gifts as candles, chocolates, a sushi kit, a
weather forecaster, a photo frame, a Christmas
ornament, a utensil holder, cash, a water fountain,
an office supply assortment, and an African
figurine (below). By chance, Barbara herself drew
#1, which entitled her to make the final swap. She
chose the cash.

Schedule
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

January 19: Regular Meeting, with speaker
David Taylor of Byfield, a wildlife
rehabilitator
January 26: Board of Directors
February 2: Regular Meeting
February 16: Regular Meeting
February 23: Board of Directors
March 24: Salvation Army Dinner
April 29-May 1: New England District
Convention at the Red Jacket in North
Conway, N.H.

