
 

By Stuart Deane 

The August 20 meeting, preceded by a 

Board of Directors planning meeting, hosted local 

AmVet Dudley Farquhar, who outlined his efforts 

to supply servicemen with essentials that are 

surprisingly not provided by the military. 

Farquhar, a Newburyport native and foster 

child who graduated from Pentucket, is a Vietnam 

veteran on disability after a liver transplant due to 

the long-term effects of Agent Orange. 

Working through Telecom Pioneers 

(Lucent Technologies), he calls his program 

“Operation Platoon Mom” to supply, at first, 

coffee, but now other requested items, to 

servicemen stationed away from home. 

One unit, he said, requested nothing for 

itself but rather school supplies and soccer 

equipment for local children in Africa. 

He credited local establishments, such as 

Tendercrop Farm and Cider Hill Farm, for their 

generosity, as well as the Boston Red Sox and the 

New England Patriots. 

“Mail call is the highlight of a soldier’s 

day,” he said, noting the impact of the arrival of 

the packages. 

Wrote one parent, “I want to thank you for 

all the assistance you have provided.  Your selfless 

acts of support to Jake’s platoon while they were 

deployed to a volatile area of Afghanistan will 

never be forgotten and most likely never be 

outdone…There are few words that my wife and I 

can come up with to express the heartfelt thanks 

we have for all the care packages that you sent to 

Jake’s platoon.  The few times we did speak with 

him and his comrades, they never once forgot to 

pass on their thanks to you…As you know, Jake 

was seriously injured towards the end of this 

deployment…What has helped immensely is 

knowing that there are great people like yourself 

that supported him while deployed…Please accept 

our unwavering support of you program and know 

that our home is always open to you, your family 

and the troops you have supported for the last 30+ 

years.  Keep up the good work – you’re really 

making a difference.” 

Schedule 

  Sept. 2:  Regular Meeting 

 Sept. 5-12:  “Field of Honor” on the Bartlet 
Mall, with set-up on the 4

th
, ceremony on 

the 8
th

 at noon, 9/11 remembrance on the 

11
th

 at 9 a.m. and take-down on the 12
th

  

 Sept. 16:  Regular Meeting 
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