
 

By Stuart Deane 

Photos by Joe Murphy 

On a glorious September day, with 

Hurricane Dorian well out to sea, our little club 

celebrated its 10
th
 annual ñField of Honorò with 

keynote speaker William Shuttleworth, who 

walked 3,000 miles across America this summer to 

raise awareness of veteransô issues. 

With yours truly as emcee and the 

Merrimack Valley Concert Band as a musical 

backdrop before, during and after the ceremonies, 

we acknowledged those lost in the attacks of 9/11 

and honored those who have been called upon to 

serve, whether military, fire, police, EMT or 

personal hero. 

In attendance in the crowd was Robert 

ñBootsò Chouinard, age 95, who served with Gen. 

George Pattonôs Third Army during the WWII 

Allied Invasion of Europe. 

Opening and closing the ceremony with an 

Invocation and a Benediction was Major Todd 

Hughes, husband of our own Major Rosemarie 

Hughes, both of the local Salvation Army. 

New England District Exchange Club 

President Ken Leone of Methuen informed the 

audience of the Exchange Club program of service 

and asked for community support of the local club. 

Richie Eaton of the Newburyport Bank, 

our initial sponsor back in 2010, spoke of the 

bankôs appreciation of our efforts before he rushed 

off to Foxboro for the Patriotsô home opener. 

State Representative Jim Kelcourse of 

Amesbury and State Senator Diana DiZoglio of 

Methuen added gravitas to the ceremony with their 

attendance. 

Our keynote speaker was introduced by 

city veterans affairs officer Kevin Hunt, who has 

been a faithful attendee of our ceremony since its 

inception. 

Keynote Address 

And then it was time for William 

Shuttleworth, appearing in his familiar baseball 

cap, shorts and walking shoes, sporting the two 

walking sticks that aided him in his trek across the 

country. 

 ñThese flags represent those who were lost 

as unsuspecting victims and heroic responders,ò he 

observed.  ñThey gave their lives for our lives ï 

people they never met.  Those who put on the 

uniform do so every day, not knowing whatôs in 

store that day.  Look at those flags and say a word  
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of appreciation for those who served, who put the 

lives of others first at the sacrifice of their own 

needs.  Simple appreciation seems inadequate.  

 ñOver the last 115 days, Iôve had the 

pleasure of walking across America.  Iôve met 

thousands of people.  I was greeted by fire and 

police departments.  Veterans poured out their 

hearts with stories that have never been told, even 

to their own families. 

 ñI met hardly anyone who didnôt love our 

flag ï hard-working, gracious, funny people who 

want the best for our country.  The flag represents 

many ideas, thoughts and opinions.  We each have 

the right to be who we are.  But even when we 

disagree greatly, we need to meld our opinions 

into a beautiful tapestry of one people.  A 

community is only as good and great as the well-

being of all its citizens ï not a society of haves and 

have-nots.  Small acts of kindness are our greatest 

gift. 

 ñI was lucky to be able to do this.  My 

body was still able, unlike those who came back 

scarred. 

 ñPeople ask what was my favorite place?  

The place I walked out of ï Newburyport.ò 

 William was presented with our ñBook of 

Golden Deeds,ò Exchangeôs highest honor. 

 

ñVerbal Wallò 

 Reading the flag dedications were City 

Councilor Charlie Tontar, Richie Eaton, Peter 

Zoltai, Rep. Jim Kelcourse, Sen. Diana DiZoglio, 

Judy Lacroix, Maj. Todd Hughes, Kevin Hunt and 

member Barbara Griffith.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


